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aimed I cannot say, but am inclined to think it will be in
the West Indies.

The general bent of the nation is more strongly for war
than ever it has been within my remembrance ; and M.
de Maurepas may yield to the torrent, and, as many other
timid Ministers have done before him, may plunge into
violent measures from mere weakness and irresolution.
In a word, my Lord, I consider the whole French Cabinet
as hostile to us, with different degirees of violence and
activity, according to their different tempers, characters,
and views; but the spirit that animates them, and that
would animate any probable successors they can have, is
one and the same. I may safely say that not a day passes
over me that does not bring something to strengthen this
opinion. I would not therefore close this year's corre-
spondence without conveying my sentiments to your
Lordship in the clearest and most explicit terms I can
find.

But to leave the future intentions, and speak of the
actual conduct of this Court. That is certainly as un-
friendly as possible, notwithstanding all their professions.
My repeated representations have had no other effect
than to put them more upon their guard in their manner
of assisting and treating with the rebels. They do not
now convey any thing material through M. Chaumont or
Beaumarchais. Monsieur Gerard treats directly with
Franklin andDeane. Lee is little trusted, and has not
the real secret. M. Gerard goes to Passy in the night,
and Franklin and Deane make him nightly visits at Ver-
sailles. These visits have been very frequent of late, and
must no doubt have some material object.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

STORMONT.

LORD STOBMOSTT TO LORD WEYMOUTH.

(Extract.}
(Most secret.)

Paris, Friday night, Feb. 6. 1778.
I THINK I am now able to speak to your Lordship with